ST THOMAS OF AQUIN’S RC HIGH SCHOOL
12-20 Chalmers Street

Edinburgh

EH3 9ES

Telephone: 0131 229 8734

Email : admin@st-thomasaquins.edin.sch.uk
Web Site : www.st-thomasaquins.edin.sch.uk

Head Teacher: Mr Christopher Santini

Confirmation of a place for your child at St Thomas of Aquin’s High School
Session 2026-2027

Dear Parent / Carer,

| am writing to confirm that your child has been allocated a place in S1 at St Thomas of Aquin’s and on
behalf of Mr Santini, our Head Teacher and our staff, | would like to extend to yourself and your child a
warm welcome to our school community.

The move from Primary to Secondary school is an important and exciting one and | would like to
reassure you that arrangements for your child’s transition to St Thomas’ have been under way for a
few months.

We are continuing to liaise regularly with our Primary School colleagues and other partners to ensure
that we have all the relevant information to enable your son/ daughter to have a successful transition
to us and to make the best possible start at High School in August.

This involves visits from our staff to the Primary Schools within the Learning Community,
conversations as well as planning meetings with your child’s P7 teacher and participation in Young
Persons’ Planning Meetings whenever required.

Enhanced Transition Programmes

Communication was shared with the primary schools earlier on this session to identify young people
with additional support needs who may benefit from an Enhanced Transition, and a four-week
programme of individual and group visits has taken place over the month of May.

There have also been opportunities for pupils currently out with the St Thomas’ Learning Community
to visit the school and take part in activities for one afternoon prior to the 3 Transition days.

Pupils with English as an additional language have also been invited to attend a Culture Day and meet
with our EAL and transition teachers prior to the 3-day visit.

Summary of dates

ASN: 4 sessions (7th, 14th 21st, 28th May (from 2.00pm to 3.15pm)

Culture Event: 1 session 29th May from 9.30 am to 12.00 pm

Non associated Primary Schools: 1 session (Choice of 21st, 28t April or 12th May from 2.00 to
3.15pm).

As you may be aware, the annual 3 day P7 transition visits will take place on Tuesday 16t,
Wednesday 17t and Thursday 18% June 2025.

Further communication will be sent to you at the beginning of June detailing the arrangements for the
3 days. On Thursday 18th June we will hold a parents’ information evening from 5.00 until 7.00pm.

Over the session, pupils from the Primary Schools within our Learning Community have had the
opportunity to access a range of transition activities delivered by St Thomas’ staff aimed at building
resilience and supporting them to meet the challenges of starting secondary school.
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Our transition teacher Ms Kinnear has also set up a dedicated P7-S1 Microsoft Team and posts
regular updates, inviting our new S1 pupils to take part in tasks and activities. There is an opportunity
for all pupils to ask any question they may have ahead of the 3 days through an appropriate channel,

| have attached a P7 Welcome booklet for August 26 which is also available from our website under
the dedicated tab “About P7-S1 Transition”.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further queries.

We are aware that in choosing to send your child to St Thomas’ you are making an act of trust and
place the highest importance on the partnership we enjoy with our parents and carers as first
educators of our pupils.

As well as its strong ethos of attainment and achievement, our aim is for St Thomas’ to be a
welcoming and inclusive school, providing a holistic learning experience for young people to become
articulate, compassionate and successful individuals. We look forward to meeting you and sharing this
experience at St Thomas’ on Thursday 19t June 2025 at 5.00pm.

Yours faithfully

Mme Jean Pierre
Depute Head Teacher S1-S3

Depute Head Teacher | St. Thomas of Aquin’s High School | 12- 20 Chalmers Street | Edinburgh | EH3 9ES
Website: www.st-thomas-of-aquins.org.uk
Twitter: @thomasofaquins

St Thomas of Aquin’s Roman Catholic High School is a learning community which ensures a safe, supportive and
enjoyable environment where pupils, staff, and parents are inspired and motivated to work hard for one another
to fulfil the God-given potential of all pupils.
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