
 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I extend a warm welcome to all pupils, parents, and staff 

to the January edition of InFocus.  I hope that all pupils, 

parents, and staff have enjoyed a peaceful and restful 

Christmas holiday with their family and friends. I hope 

that 2018 is a very successful year for the St Thomas’ 
community. 

 

The 2018 prelim examinations will be starting on Monday 

22nd of January. Ms Gardner ensured that all S4-6 pupils 

received the 2017 prelim timetable in the last week of 

term in December. I wish all S4-6 pupils sitting prelims the 

very best. These examinations are very important in 

assessing where pupils are in terms of progress in their 

subjects. I hope the balance of enjoying the Christmas 

holiday whilst ensuring quality revision took place has not 

been too difficult for pupils. Good luck to all pupils. 

 

The S6 Leadership Team has raise a significant amount for 

their chosen charity Scottish Association for Mental 

Health. In November, the S6 leadership team organised a 

series of breaktime and lunchtime events that helped 

raised close to £1000 for the charity. I am very happy that 

through their leadership, the school community has once 

again exemplified how important it is to care for and serve 

others. I hope the S6 Leadership continue their good work 

in 2018. 

 

In December, the school held several significant events. 

On the Thursday 7th of December, the Parent Council 

organised the St Thomas’ Christmas Fayre. The school 
community came together to enjoy and experience a 

variety of stalls and pupil performances. I would like to 

thank the Parent Council for their continued support in 

raising funds for the school. On the Monday 11th, the 

school’s annual Christmas Concert took place, and although 

I could not attend Mdme Jean-Pierre and Ms Gardner were 

impressed with the many pupil performances. I would like 

to extend my thanks to Ms. Patrick and all the visiting 

instrumental staff for the concert. Finally, Mr 

Wotherspoon and Ms Whiffen organised a very successful 

‘bring a can to school’ event to support the Trussle Trust 
charity. The school community brought in a considerable 

amount of canned food and we enjoyed a Christmas Jumper 

Day on Friday 15th. 

 

In December 2017, the Senior Leadership reviewed the 

school improvement plan. The school has made progress in 

many of the identified tasks. I will ensure a copy of the 

updated school improvement plan is on the school website 

by Friday 12th. 

 

 

 

At the end of December, the school said goodbye to Ms 

Emma Gammack, Temporary Support for Learning Teacher. 

I would like to wish her all the best with her future career 

and thank her for supporting the many pupils at St Thomas’ 
in 2017. 

 

I would like to compliment the many hundreds of pupils who 

attend St Thomas’ wearing full school uniform. I extend 
my thanks to parents in supporting the school with its 

continued high standards in the wearing of a white shirt 

and school tie, black trousers (not denims) or skirts, and 

black shoes. I would like to ask all parents to continue to 

support the school’s uniform policy with a specific appeal 

to ensure pupils are wearing black trousers, black shoes, 

and the school. I have been noticing that some pupils are 

not wearing the school tie in school and so I ask for 

specific support from parents with this. Thank you all for 

your continued support. 

 

I hope that 2018 is a very successful year for the St 

Thomas’ community. 

 

Christopher Santini 

Acting Head Teacher 
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Kids’ Lit Quiz 
On 1 November, two teams representing St Thomas’ 
participated in the North East Scotland round of the 

International Kids’ Lit Quiz.  They answered questions on 

children’s literature on themes covering buildings, bears, 
dogs, doors, birthdays and disabilities and a few more. 

Although the pupils: Breagh Shaw, David MacCrae, Magnus 

Byrne, Rona Sherry, Ruby Soutar, Krishan Singh, Naomi 

Simpson and Marcus Palmer didn’t win the competition they 
won some individual prizes and had a great time.  

 

 

The Mandarin Lunch Time Club to China. 

James Rennie was awarded a year scholarship in China 

2017-2018.  James is writing a blog to keep the current 

Mandarin lunchtime club informed along with his teddy 

bear Bruce, about his activities and experiences in Tianjin 

University in China. We would like to share his first entry 

with all the St Thomas’ community and the link where you 
can learn about James’ monthly entry and experiences 
while in Tianjin University. 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/confuciusinstitutef

orscotlandsschools/scholarship/scholarshipblogs/jamesre

nnie/blogpost1/ 

A Dumpling and His Suitcase 

Once upon a time in a school in central Edinburgh, a boy 

called James decided to go to the Mandarin club, run by 

Mr Montenegro, because they gave out free food. He was 

quite partial to a dumpling or two, or ten. I'm currently 

sitting in a university dormitory in Tianjin, China 

wondering how I got here. I spend my hours wishing I'd 

packed more clothes, eating noodles and mixing it up with 

the occasional bowl of rice from time to time if the 

budget allows it. What a rice it was to begin this 

adventure *giggle giggle*. 

 

The ten months began with two 8 hours’ plane journeys 
broken up only by the constant flow of orange juice and 

hand wipes. My dream was to arrive in the transfer airport 

and go shopping and help myself to a cheeky bit of duty 

free but instead we spent the 30 minutes we had running 

to our gate like headless chickens.  

Usually in Scotland you step out of a building from a warm, 

heated room into the cold. In China at this time of year, it 

is the opposite. This was quite the shock when I stepped 

off the plane and onto Chinese soil. The average 

temperature during July (the hottest month) in Tianjin is 

27.8 degrees so it is very hot at the moment. I expected 

there to be little to no sun due to the smog but I was sadly 

mistaken, my pale Scottish skin must sulk in the shadows 

for much of the day. 

We arrived at Tianjin Foreign Studies University very late 

at night. I was tired, hungry and overheated. I'm sure my 

new roommate Robin loved getting to know me... The plan 

was to wake up early the next day and get to know the city. 

Sadly, I woke up at 5pm. How wonderful it was! 

 

There is so much to see in 

Tianjin just in the close 

vicinity of the university 

campus. If you like to 

exercise then a coliseum is 

a short walk away, is 

probably your ideal 

destination. There is a 

running track enclosed by 

arches, a museum and 

bars. Down an escalator 

underneath the sports 

ground is a supermarket 

and gym. Never have I 

been more excited in my 

life to see pesto. It came 

in a bundle pack along with 

pasta and spices. There is 

temptation everywhere. 

Goodbye daily food budget. 

 

 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/confuciusinstituteforscotlandsschools/scholarship/scholarshipblogs/jamesrennie/blogpost1/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/confuciusinstituteforscotlandsschools/scholarship/scholarshipblogs/jamesrennie/blogpost1/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/confuciusinstituteforscotlandsschools/scholarship/scholarshipblogs/jamesrennie/blogpost1/


The university also runs frequent trips to tourist 

attractions around Tianjin. So far, I have gone to them all. 

It is a cheap and easy way to get to know the culture and 

history of China. The first trip in the evening was to see a 

Chinese opera. This was definitely a departure from the 

opera we are used to but was a useful insight into Chinese 

culture. The Chinese opera was based upon the life of the 

philosopher Confucius. 

We also had a trip where we visited Italian style street 

and ancient culture street, both of which I greatly 

enjoyed. Italian street is exactly how it sounds. A street 

that looks very Italian/European right in the heart of 

Tianjin. After weeks of rice and noodles a proper pizza 

with kale on it was absolutely amazing. Ancient Culture 

Street is beautiful. The streets are filled with stalls 

selling food, calligraphy and souvenirs. It is easy to get lost 

in the maze of streets where the objective is to barter 

and barter hard. Coming from a culture where this may 

seem impolite it is easy to feel uncomfortable.  

 

 

I have greatly enjoyed the first month of learning Chinese 

and fingers crossed for the rest of the year. I will continue 

to write monthly. Sending positive vibes.  

James Rennie. 

 

Mexican appeal 

I wanted to thank everyone concerned for all the generous 

help and support in arranging and organizing the gifts that 

I took to the children who were affected by the 

earthquake in Mexico City.  

 
 

The gifts were very much appreciated by the staff pupils 

and parents in the Francisco Nicodemo secondary school in 

Mexico City. All the children in my Spanish classes got 

involved making book marks for the children with messages 

of support in Spanish and the school community was very 

touched by the messages on the book marks. 

 

I was able to meet with Señor Jorge Quiroz who is a school 

inspector from one of the districts in Mexico City.  He 

made arrangements for me to visit several schools across 

the city who were keen to ask questions about Scotland 

and life in Scottish schools. Hopefully we will seek to 

establish links between these schools and St Thomas of 

Aquin’s RC High School. 

 

I would like to especially thank all the parents for the 

donations at the school Award ceremony and my colleagues 

and pupils for the stationary and the gifts  which I was 

able to take all over to Mexico.  

In the future there is a possibility that we can provide 

additional support to this school who are just hoping to get 

back to classes after temporary classrooms have been 

built in the playground with the help of school Charities. 

I will keep you updated with future development with this 

initiative. Please get in touch if you would like to offer any 

help or support with this project. 

  



Childline Concert & School Concert 

Many thanks to all 

the musicians who 

performed at the 

recent Childline 

concert in Central 

Halls and our own 

school concert on 11 

December. All 

performances were 

to an excellent 

standard and 

parents should be very proud of all the talent and evident 

hard work undertaken by pupils here at St Thomas of 

Aquin’s HS. Well done to all and we hope you enjoy a 
peaceful and restful holiday. 

 

Socialbite Sleep In the Park 

On Saturday 9 

December 2017, 

Mr O’Connor, Ms 
Henderson, Mr 

Whyte and 11 pupils 

from St Thomas 

took part in 

the “Sleep in the 
Park” event in a bid 

to end 

homelessness in 

Scotland. All slept 

quite literally under 

the stars in sub-

zero temperatures. 

Despite the very 

harsh conditions- their sleeping bags were covered in frost 

and Mr O’Connor’s bottle of water actually froze during 

the night!!) the  staff and pupils were very much aware of 

the fact that they  had made the choice to be there. They 

enjoyed the company and support of each other and had 

the prospect of a warm shower and bed to go to after the 

event, which is very different from the conditions faced 

by homeless people.  

 

Sixth year Maisie White commented; 

“We enjoyed the performances and sing along with Amy 
MacDonald, and the famous Liam Gallagher and John 

Cleese. However, when the lights went down at half ten and 

the warmth from the chips and hot chocolates had gone; 

the extreme conditions became all too real. Reaching minus 

six and with sleeping bags covered in thick frost by 

morning, good chat and snacks were the only things helping 

us to endure the cold night.” 
Mr O’Connor reported that staff were very proud of St 
Thomas’ young people who supported one another and 

resolutely made it through the night without any word of 

complaint. Staff were touched by their dedication prior to 

the event, coming each week to plan and carry out various 

fundraising activities as they tried to make a positive 

difference to the society they live in. Warm 

congratulations and an extended thank you to our young 

people on behalf of the St Thomas’ school community. 

Library 

It has been a busy time in the Library, with visits to the 

National Library, participation in the Kids’ Lit Quiz and the 

promotion of various events. 

In November, Ms Wojnar accompanied S6 pupils on a visit 

to the National Library of Scotland, where they were able 

to see ‘behind the scenes’ and access resources suitable 
for their Advanced Higher topics.  On the same day, a 

group of S1 pupils travelled to Liberton High School to 

represent St Thomas’ in the East of Scotland round of the 
Kids’ Lit Quiz. They won several individual and team prizes.  

A fun afternoon was had by all! 

Dyslexia Awareness Week was marked by several events in 

school. There was a display of resources in the Library, a 

popular ‘find the blue ribbon’ (the symbol of Dyslexia 

Awareness) treasure hunt for pupils, and a staff coffee 

morning to raise funds for Dyslexia resources.  

Book Week Scotland took place from 27 November – 3 

December. Staff and pupils were asked to vote for their 

favourite Scottish book characters, with the top three 

being Harry Potter (the author lives in Edinburgh!), Dennis 

the Menace and Katie Morag. There was also a ‘reading 
lunch’ and a book sale, stocked and staffed by Blackwell’s 
Bookshop. 

 In preparation for Christmas, pupils from SfL helped to 

adorn the library’s tree with decorations representing 
books and books characters; other pupils wrote about the 

books they’d like to give or receive for Christmas.  
Pupils continued to enthusiastically review books for Teen 

Titles magazine, especially the members of S1-3 

Bookgroup who are also working their way through the 

titles shortlisted for the Scottish Teen Book Award.  

Staff Bookgroup are also keeping busy; their recent reads 

have included a biography about growing up in 1970s 

Lanarkshire and a graphic novel. 

 

 

 

Place2Be - Making a lifetime of difference to 

children in schools    

This has been a busy term for Place2Be -a national charity 

working in schools to improve the confidence and wellbeing 

of children and young people- at St.Thoma’s. The service is 
now available across the school and Alexia and a team of 

volunteers, is working with members of staff and families, 

supporting a number of young people in the school. 

Using a dedicated room in the school, young people are 

given the opportunity to express themselves and think 

about their concerns through talking and creative work. 

This allows them to find new ways of coping and managing 

their difficulties. 

With the new term, Alexia is hoping to support even more 

students in Place2Talk, a confidential, self-referred, drop-

in service, available to all students in the school on 

Mondays and Tuesdays break and lunch times. 

 

 

  



Social Subjects 

The S2 Trade Fair was a great success and the whole 

school got the opportunity to buy and try a huge 

assortment of initiatives from our budding entrepreneurs 

in Business.   The pupils raised over £300 for the following 

charities: Cancer Research, The Royal Hospital for 

Children, Edinburgh Cat and Dog Home, Mary’s Meals, 
Social Bite and The Yard.  Well done S2! 

 

 

Our S3 Geography pupils have been making models to show 

their understanding of glaciated landscapes and  

Modern Studies pupils have been investigating the causes 

and impacts of crime in Scotland. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 History pupils made a visit to Edinburgh Castle as part 

of their project on the Great War and Ms Hunter's S4 

History class recently received the full 'history at 

university' experience. Dr Budd helped the pupils 

interrogate primary sources; explore jars of body bits at 

the anatomy museum and pupils got a chance to sit in 

lecture halls and common rooms. 

Pupils were also able to experience the ‘hands on’ version 
of a short film Ms Hunter successfully pitched to the BBC 

on Burke and Hare.  You can watch the link here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z92hdxs 

 

 

All of our Senior Pupils in Social Subjects have been 

working very hard to prepare for Assignments and the 

Prelims.  They have been issued with Revision Booklets to 

support their wider revision.  Good luck! 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z92hdxs


Duke of Edinburgh’s Award update. 
Our S3 Bronze group started in September and we have 

44 pupils involved.  They took part in a very successful 

navigation training exercise in Holyrood Park at the start 

of November and will soon be preparing for their 

expeditions. 

In September and October our S5 Silver group 

successfully completed their practice and qualifying 

expeditions.  Seven of that group have decided to continue 

with Gold.  

Congratulations to Sinead Thin who is the first of our S6 

Gold group to achieve her Gold Award.  I hope that others 

will follow soon. 

 

Carol Singers 

Singers went out carol singing in the community this week 

to Lauriston hospital and the Eye Pavilion. Lots of lovely 

comments were made by staff and patients too! 

 

 

Maths Enterprise – National Final 

 

S3 pupils Ameen, 

Chloe, Joseph and 

Gordon represented 

St Thomas’ in the 
Enterprising Maths 

National Final this 

month. They were a 

credit to the school 

and finished a very 

respectable 31st 

overall. Well done 

 

 

 

Auschwitz Programme 

In November, Kirsty Cronin, Caity Michie and Miss 

Whiffen started their participation in the Lessons from 

Auschwitz programme – a project run by the Holocaust 

Educational Trust. In addition to attending seminars with 

students and teachers from across Scotland, the group 

travelled to Poland for a day where they visited Auschwitz- 

Birkenau. While the visit was challenging in many ways, it 

allowed the group to reflect on the atrocities that 

happened during the Holocaust and the lessons that can be 

taken from it. As a follow-up to the visit, Kirsty and 

Caity are planning a project based on their experiences. 

The project will be shared with the school. 

 

 

Mary’s Meals 
On 1 November the 

school launched the 

‘Backpack Appeal’ on 
behalf of Mary’s 
Meals.  This project 

enables children in 

Malawi to access basic 

learning tools such as 

pencils and 

notepads.  St Thomas’ 
pupils responded 

generously to this 

appeal, with a steady 

stream of donations 

throughout November 

and December.  S2 

pupils also raised over £50 at the Trade Fair to donate to 

the work of Mary’s Meals.  A huge thank you to staff, 

pupils and families who donated to the appeal.  A special 

thank you to the S6 Caritas pupils who put up posters, 

visited classes and organised the various donated items 

into completed backpacks. 

 

 

Can Drive   

Over the last two weeks, pupils and staff have handed in 

hundreds of donations for our Christmas Advent Food 

Drive. Donations were collected and sorted by S6 pupils 

who are undertaking the Caritas Award. Mr Whyte and his 

Key Adult class graphed the items to see which House 

raised the most donations – congratulations to St Andrew’s 
House who were the overall winners! A massive thank you 

to all of those who contributed and took part in the 

Bake/Can Swap and Christmas Jumper Day. All donations 

have been given to the Trussell Trust Food Bank. 

 

 


