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Relationships
Malorie Blackman : Noughts and Crosses

The complicated relationship between Sephy ( a privileged ‘Cross’) and Callum ( a ‘nought’ - a second class citizen) is told in an intelligent, original and captivating story . It continues in Knife Edge , Checkmate and Double Cross. Also read Boys Don’t Cry, a story of teenage fatherhood seen through the eyes of Dante, whose ex-girlfriend turns up on the doorstep with the daughter he didn’t know he had…
Sarah Crossan : Apple and Rain
A girl’s relationship with the mother who abandoned her … also read The Weight of Water about Kasienka, who comes to England from Poland to find her missing father .
Grace Dent

The life, loves and hopes of teenager Shiraz Bailey Wood are told in ‘The Diary of A Chav’ series, including the books Trainers v. Tiaras and Slinging in the Blind

Phil Earle  
In Heroic, Sonny struggles to cope with the changes in his brother who is newly-returned from fighting in Afghanistan. Also read Being Billy about a teenage boy put into care when his parents become unable to look after him.
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald : The Apple Tart of Hope
Meg and Oscar’s friendship changes when she moves to New Zealand for 6 months . He becomes close to his neighbour, Paloma, but eventually disappears and is presumed dead. Only Meg and Oscar’s brother, Stevie, believe things aren’t as they seem …
Clare Furniss : The Year of the Rat

A novel about grief, family and love, centred on 16-year old Pearl, who blames her baby sister for the death of her Mum.
Helen Grant : The Vanishing of Katharina Linden

Pia Kolvenbach is 11 years old and living with her parents in a small German town, when other young girls there start to disappear. She becomes fascinated by what has happened to them and also by the tales of tradition and folklore told to her by an  elderly neighbour. A very atmospheric book, full of suspense.

Laura Jarratt

Laura Jarratt writes about teenagers living on the fringes of society, or who are treated as misfits within it. Skin Deep tells of the friendship between Jenna and Ryan, both treated as outcasts -  Jenna has a facial deformity resulting from a car crash; Ryan is a Traveller;  in Louder Than Words, Rafi is mute but wants to overcome this to bond with her brother, Silas and her new friend, Josie; By Any Other Name deals with Holly, whose family have had to assume new names and identities under a witness protection scheme
Geraldine McCaughrean : The Middle of Nowhere
Set in the C19th Australian outback, this is the story of Comity who finds comfort in her friendship with Fred, an Aboriginal, after the death of her mother. Hard-hitting, the book depicts the racism and violence of the time as well as Comity’s courage.

Claire McFall : Ferryman

A love story which develops as Tristan helps Dylan, victim of a train crash, transfer to the afterlife …

Nicola Morgan : Wasted

How much do our actions depend on chance and the decisions we make ? Jack is obsessed with finding out , especially when fate leads him to his new girlfriend, Jess…

Patrick Ness : A Monster Calls

Powerful and visual story of Conor, a young boy struggling to cope with his mother’s terminal illness. On a similar theme, try Damian Kelleher : Life, Interrupted;  for a lighter read, try Alice Kruipers : Life On the Refrigerator Door.,  John Green’s : The  Fault in our Stars deals with cancer from a teenage –sufferer’s perspective
R.J Palacio : Wonder

The story of Auggie, a boy with a severe facial deformity, starting life at a new school. Written from various viewpoints, this is an amazing book, full of warmth and humour, Also try Benjamin Zephaniah : Face
Mal Peet : The Keeper

A famous goalkeeper tells how an old fashioned coach helped him become a world class player.The story continues in The Penalty and Exposure.  Insight into life in 1960s America and Britain is given in Life : An Exploded Diagram, suitable for more mature readers
Annabel Pitcher 
My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece tells how the death of a child affects a family - seen through the eyes of 10-year-old Jamie whose sister was killed in a terrorist bomb attack in London. 
Bali Rai

Rani and Sukh has overtones of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ with its theme of forbidden love between two warring families;  The Crew deals with a bunch of teenagers who find £15000 and become involved in the violent world of drug-dealers as a result. Contemporary books;  hard-hitting and well worth a read.

Meg Rosoff : How I Live Now
When war breaks out, 15 year- old  Daisy finds an inner strength to cope with new and dangerous situations, despite being separated from her beloved cousin Edward. What I Was is the moving and memorable story of a boy, unhappy at school, who seeks refuge at a local beach and strikes up a life-changing friendship with a teenager he meets there. The Bride’s Farewell is set in 1850s England and tells the story of Pell, who runs away on her wedding day to find her own way in life.  There Is No Dog is an original story depicting God as ‘Bob,’ a typical teenage boy with a disasterous crush on a gorgeous girl called Lucy …
Rebecca Stead : Liar and Spy

The story of Georges and Safer, whose friendship develops as they take on a spying mission against their neighbour,‘Mr X’ . 
Jason Wallace : Out of Shadows
The story of Robert, an English boy sent to boarding school in Zimbabwe at a time of high racial tension there. Powerful account of prejudice and bullying.
Eleanor Wood : My Secret Rockstar Boyfriend
A book about blogging, music festivals and celebrity crushes. Tuesday writes a blog and can’t believe it when she starts getting comments from  ‘Rock God’ Jackson Griffith !

Benjamin Zephaniah : Refugee Boy

Alem is an African boy seeking political asylum in Britain, a theme echoed in Rachel Anderson’s : Asylum

Adventure and Thriller
Tom Becker : Traitors

Adam tries to escape from the Colditz-like prison to which he is sent after betraying his best friend…
Malorie Blackman : The Stuff of Nightmares

When Kyle is involved in a train crash, he finds himself inside his classmates’ nightmares – chilling stuff !
Kevin Brooks : Bunker Diary
Hard-hitting, bleak and violent, this is a powerful and award-winning book which you are unlikely to forget. It tells the story of Linus Weems, a teenager kidnapped and held captive in a mysterious bunker.

Also try the Johnny Delgado series of books, in which a teenage detective solves various crimes, getting mixed up with gangs – and some beautiful girls – along the way.
Michael Byrne : Lottery Boy

A homeless boy finds a winning lottery ticket which could change his life forever – but will it be for the better ?

Matt Cartney

Matt is an Edinburgh author who bases his stories on his own travels around the world. His hero, Danny Lansing, features in 3 novels – Sons of Rissouli, Red, White and Black and Curse of Can-Balam.

James Dashner : Maze Runner
Thomas finds himself in the Glade, a camp on the outskirts of the Maze where half-human half-machine Grievers live. Why is he there and how will he escape ? The story continues in The Scorch Trials and The Death Cure. Also try the prequel : Kill Order
Jim Eldridge : Invisible Assassin
When fledgling-reporter Jake visits a construction site , he finds himself unearthing the secret Malichea organisation and in doing so puts his own life at risk …
Michael Grant
Gone tells of teenage love, deception and power struggles in a world where all adults have disappeared. The story continues in The Hunger ,Lies,  Plague , Fear and Light
Sally Green : Half Bad

The story of Nathan, a boy struggling for survival in a society of witches

Bear Grylls 
Author of fast-moving action stories, full of survival info, starring adventurer Beck Granger. In Gold of the Gods ,Beck gets lost in the Colombian jungle with no food, compass or hope of survival ; In Way of the Wolf he finds himself in the Alaskan wilderness and in Tracks of the Tiger he’s in the Indonesian jungle.
Charlie Higson

The Enemy and its sequels deal with a society where adults have been wiped out by a sickness and children struggle to survive.  The ‘Young Bond’ series, starting with Silverfin, follow James Bond as a young boy at Eton . Both series will be enjoyed by fams of books like ‘Gone’, ‘The Hunger Games’ and ‘Divergent’ .

Tom Hoyle : Thirteen

The People, a group led by Coron, aim to kill those born at midnight on the Millenium. Adam is their next human target and London will be set ablaze …

Gemma Malley : The Declaration

Set in a future world where people live forever , this is the story of Anna, a ‘surplus’ child removed from her parents at birth who decides to run away and question all she knows …

Sophie McKenzie

A prolific writer, especially popular with girls, Sophie’s books cover thrillers like the Girl, Missing series, , relationship stories in the ‘Flynn’ series – Falling Fast, Catching Shadows – and psychic teenagers in The Medusa Project : The Set-Up, The Hostage, The Rescue.

Patrick Ness: The Knife of Never Letting Go
An escape story based around Todd ,the last boy in Prentisstown, a place where you can hear other people’s innermost thoughts and where females don’t exist… Known as the ‘Chaos Walking’ trilogy, the story continues in The Ask and The Answer and Monsters of Men
Alex Nye : Darker Ends
Set in present-day Glencoe, two siblings await the return of their parents in an isolated inn.  When a stranger seeks shelter from a storm, all is not what it 

seems …
Brian Lee O’Malley : Scott Pilgrim’s Precious Little Life
Graphic novel in which Scott Pilgrim has the perfect rock-star lifestyle – until he meets the girl of his dreams and has to fight off her seven evil exes…
Tom Palmer 
Black Op, set in Krakow, Euro 2012; a group of undercover spies pose as members of England’s youth football team ….  In Ghost Stadium , three friends decide to spend the night in an abandoned football stadium, not sure if it is haunted or not …
Anna Perera : Guantanamo Boy
The story of a teenage boy from England, who is abducted during a family trip to Pakistan and ends up in Cuba’s notorious prison. 
Terry Pratchett : Nation
Survival story set in the 1860s telling of the friendship between Mau and Daphne, who are thrown together after a volcanic eruption. Humorous in places and very moving. 
Robin Stevens : Murder Most Unladylike
Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong are schoolgirls at an English boarding-school determined to track down the killer of their Science mistress before the police arrive.  A light read, very ‘jolly hockey sticks’; likely to appeal to fans of St Clare’s and Mallory Towers. Also try the sequel Arsenic for Tea
Rachel Ward : Numbers
The story of Jem , a teenage girl with the ability to look in someone’s eyes and find there the date when they will die …  also try Water Born, in which a keen teenage swimmer becomes involved in a mystery from the past
Scott Westerfield : Uglies

When you turn 16 you can become a Pretty and enter a high-tec, fun-filled world; but Shay and Tally aren’t sure it’s what they want …
War, Revolution and History
Laurie Halse Anderson : Chains

A story of slavery and spies set in New York City at the time of the American Revolution. It centres on Isabel and her younger sister Ruth, who not only fight for their personal freedom, but also strive for truth in the midst of political upheaval and treachery.
Nathacha Appanach : Last Brother

Set in Mauritius during WW2, a moving story of friendship between Raj, a boy of Indian descent and David, a Czech boy denied entry to Palestine.

Theresa Breslin : Spy For the Queen of Scots

Story of the friendship between Mary and Jenny, and of what happens when Mary returns from France to claim her crown.

Jennifer Donnelly : Revolution
The story of Andi, a depressed American teenager, whose life entwines with that of Alexandrine, a Parisian girl living at the time of the French Revolution. 
Morris Gleitzman : Once

The story of Felix, a young Polish boy searching for his Jewish parents at the time of Nazi power. Despite its serious subject-matter, there are moments of great humour in the book , and the story continues in the sequels , Then , Now & After. Also try John Boyne : The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Roberto Innocenti : Rose Blanche

Similar to John Boyne’s The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas, this is  a beautifully-illustrated picture book about a young girl who witnesses children being rounded up into a truck when the Germans invade her town …
James Killgore : Soldier’s Game
Set in Edinburgh, this is the story of a young Bruntsfield boy who finds out that his Grandad played for Hearts and that the football club had an important role fighting during World War One

Tanya Landman : Buffalo Soldier

During the American Civil War, a young girl runs off to join the Army. This tells of her experiences in Apache territory.
Nicola Morgan : Fleshmarket

Set in C19th Edinburgh, Robbie gets caught up in the murky and criminal world of Burke and Hare. Gripping and well-written, with a stomach-churning first chapter.

William Osborne  :Hitler’s Angel
Having escaped from Nazi Germany, Otto and Leni are on a secret mission to find a girl who could bring down Hitler.
Elizabeth Wein : Code Name Verity

The story of Verity and Madeleine,  who become best friends during WWII. When Verity is captured by the Gestapo, she chooses to write down her confession and the secrets of the Allied Forces …also try Rose Under Fire, the story of a young female pilot during WW2.
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Nicole Burstein : Other Girl

Erica and Louisa are best friends. Erica has super-powers and is busy saving the world; Louise has none and is busy sorting Erica’s life out – fashion, family and boys . An amusing tale of life as a superhero’s sidekick !
Amy Ewing : Jewel

The story of Violet, aka  Lot 197, a girl destined to be auctioned off and sold to a family  where she will be responsible for producing a healthy heir . The story continues in The White Rose. A similar theme is explored in Louise O’Neill’s : Only Ever Yours

Sally Gardner  
Maggot Moon is dystopian fiction about a supposed space race, a ruthless regime in the Motherland and the friendship of 2 boys, Standish and Hector. Tinder is based on Hans Christian Anderson’s fairytale, The Tinderbox, and tells of a deserter who runs away from war and encounters magic and mythical creatures
Sara Grant : Dark Parties

In a closed society, Neva dreams of freedom, a relationship with her best friend’s boyfriend and finding out what’s become of ‘the Missing’, people who have mysteriously vanished 
Frances Hardinge 
Cuckoo Song is set against the background of WW1 and is a magical fantasy story which combines family issues with a creepy thriller. In A Face like Glass , Neverfell lives in Caverna, a strange place where faces can’t show emotion. The Lie Tree is set in Victorian times and focusses on Faith who finds a ‘lie tree’ which will gradually reveal the secrets of her father’s death to her.
Barry Hutchison : Mr Mumbles
Psychological thriller about Kyle, a young boy re-visited by his malevolent childhood imaginary friend, Mr Mumbles … the story continues in Raggy Maggie , The Beast etc. 
Nicola Morgan : Mondays Are Red 
Luke has just emerged from a coma induced by meningitis. This has affected his senses - he now sees the days of the week in colour, can smell music and has visual distortions . He has a creature called ‘Dreeg’ living inside his head, urging him on to do bad things. The book follows Luke and his behaviour towards his sister, Laura.  An original book with elements of horror and poetry.
Alison Noel : Fated
Daire and Dace,  soul seeker and shape shifter … is their destiny to be together or destroy each other ?

Jana Oliver : Briar Rose

Briar, a regular American teenage girl, is put to sleep for 100 years on her sixteenth birthday and soon finds out things aren’t too rosy in the world of fairytales…

Mark Walden : Earthfall
Sam battles against alien invasion and a London population turned into mindless slaves…
Humour
Gitty Daneshvari : School of Fear

Four children are sent to a remote Massachusetts school for their fears and phobias to be dealt with in a very unconventional manner . The story continues in Class Is Not Dismissed.  Also try The League of Unexceptional Children, in which a group of the most normal children imaginable are recruited as high-level spies .
Morris Gleitzman : Toad Rage 

The story of Limpy, a cane toad, who sets off for the Olympics to find out why humans hate him so much.
Adam Gidwitz : In A Glass Grimly
Humorous re-workings of established nursery rhymes and fairy tales . Also read A Tale Dark and Grimm
Mandy Hubbard : Fool Me Twice

Landon and Mackenzie were a happy couple – until he dumped her ! Now it’s one year later and Landon’s got amnesia; he thinks they are still an item, Mack thinks it’s perfect timing for revenge …
Jeff Kinney : Diary of a Wimpy Kid

Comic fiction, written in diary form, telling of the friendship between school 

‘new-boy‘ Greg and his side-kick, Rowley. 
. 
Tom Pichon  
The Tom Gates series is the story of a schoolboy who, forever doodling and reading comic books, is the bane of his teacher’s life. Very funny, easy to read ; titles include Tom Gates Best Book Day Ever, The Brilliant World of Tom Gates

and Tom Gates Is Absolutely Fantastic
Andy Robb : Geekhood
Archie excels in the world of computer role-play but finds real-life situations more challenging, especially those with girls …
Daniela Sacerdoti : The Really Weird Removals Company

Two children, whose Uncle is a paranormal investigator, get caught up in an adventure with mythical and supernatural creatures.

Sue Townsend : The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole

Family life, spots and girlfriend trouble through the eyes of an ‘intellectual’ teenage schoolboy. Incredibly funny.

David Walliams 
Billionaire Boy tells of a boy, Joe, who has all the money in the world but not a single friend…; in Awful Auntie, Alberta is  determined to stop her niece Stella inheriting  thefamily’s stately home…
St Thomas of Aquin’s SLRC 
Page 5 of 9
June 2016

