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As another academic year draws to a close, we \
are filled with pride reflecting on the many
DFKLHYHPHQWY PHPRULHV DQG P
shared as a school community. From classroom
successes and sporting triumphs to creative '
showcases and working on projects with our

community partners, this year has truly been

one to celebrate.

Summer offers a well-deserved break 3 atime
to rest, recharge, and enjo¥ new adventures.
Whether you're heading off on holiday,
exploring'local parks, or simply enjoying a
slower pace at home, we encourage everyone
to make time for both fun and reflection.

In this edition of our newsletter, we highlight
%ust a few of the many wonderful moments
rom the 6 months. We hope it brings a smile to
your face and a sense of pride in all that our

students and staff have accomplished.

Wishing i/)ou all a safe, sunny, and joyful
summer break

Mrs P Hastings




Pupil Parliament

Our Pupil Parliament have been busy
this year leading improvements in the
school for young people. Here are
some of the highlights from this year.




Pupil Parliament
Princes Streg (;onsultation

The City of Edinburgh Council was running a public
consultation on the draft strategy for Princes Street and
Waverley Valley. Members of the Pupil Parliament were
invited to take part in this consultation.

The aim was to help us to:

t5SHQHZ 3ULQFHYV 6WUHHW.-V EXLOGLQJ
#mprove its pavements and public spaces Riy \
IManage change to Princes Street Gardens and its il B SRl A
facilities > : 3B B -
iShape the future of Waverley Station and the area : > - S
around it. B S i



Pupil Parliament
Princes Street Consultation

(YD IURP &(& VDLG WKHtenzD
WR <RXQJ 3HRSOH:V YLHZV
for Princes Street and Waverley Valley.
We believe it is crucial for children's
voices to be heard, as they are often
overlooked during consultation i (g e
processes. This is a wonderful g A &
opportunity for students to engage in | “
discussions that align with the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
particularly the articles related to play
(Article 31) and participation (Article

M



Pupil Parliament
Princes Street
Consultation

Along with Mrs Ross, our Pupil
Parliament reps visited Princes
6WUHHW DQG WKHQ W
Cottage in Princes Street

Gardens to complete their

findings.




Pupil Parliament
Question Time

On 27 March, all S1-S3 pupils were
Invited to take part in Question

Time with Mr Santini and Mme
Jean-Pierre. There were over 50
guestions submitted by pupils, and
DOWKRXJK ZH FRXOGQ"
through them all, we discussed a
range of topics from uniform to the
canteen, water fountains and
excursions!




Pupil Parliament
School Improvement

Based on feedback from Pupils, the Pupil Parliament worked on
several areas of School Improvement

T Surveyed pupils and worked with Mr Santini to agree opening of
main toilets (P4)

T Worked with the canteen staff to fix the pin machine

T Worked with Ms Walsh, the Janitors and Ms Ritchie to improve the
water fountain situation (more to come!) and have secured 2 new
water fountains with the support of funding from the Parent

Council
T Interviewed and helped appoint new members of staff

T Worked with design students to help revamp the study areas on L3
& L4 Met with an MP to understand how the UK Parliament works




Fiddle Fest 2025

Well done to all the fiddlers
(and accompanying guitars)
LOQYROYHG LQ )LGGOHE
organised by our violin teacher i
Jamie Craighead, the pupils put
on a great performance for
parents.

We hope perhaps make it an
annual event!




Maths Faculty

There has been loads going
on in the Maths Faculty this

year 2here are some of the
highlights:




Higher Maths STEAM event to GCU

A group of Higher Maths pupils travelled to
Glasgow Caledonian University for a STEAM
event,

Pupils participated in two workshops, had a
tour of the campus and met a variety of
guests from different STEAM industries.

Workshop 1, explored the use of drones.
Pupils worked in groups to rescue action
figures and move them from one classroom
to another. They showed off some
Impressive flying skills!




Glasgow Caledonian
University

| During Workshop 2, pupils _
demonstrated engineering skills to live
stream a concert on to You Tube!



WV KHU I XWXUH
Future Leaders Technology Programme

A group of S3 female pupils
were invited to KPMG offices
in Edinburgh for an immerse
insight programme.

It was an amazing
experience that | was not
expecting. It was so much

fun and | learned so much!
Adesuwa

We had such a
nice time, it was
really inspiring.
Alice




Active learning in Maths

In Maths we love to use various

resources to help us think outside
the box!

2 S3 pupils investigating shape and integers.






Responsible Citizen Spotlight:

4| S1 pupil, Seamus was congratulated by

29 our community police officer for handing

| In a lost mobile phone during his outdoor
~ learning lesson.
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POLICE
SCOTLAND




Congratulatlons to our 83 4 pupils who

UHSUHVHQWHG 6W 7KRPDYV- i’-a.—
Intermediate division of the UK Maths |

Challenge.



UKMT

A huge congratulations to S1 pupil, o S e P
Charis and S2 pupils, Cloe and Lucas who BE T - ™
achieved a Gold Award and finished best e S F

In school! All three pupils went on to

UHSUHVHQW 6W 7KRPDV- LQ WKI
Kangaroo Competition.

11111

UK Maths Trust

Charis, S1 received a Silver Junior
Kangaroo Award for her
outstanding effort!




National Numeracy Day

Hugethanks to everyongpuplls, parents/carers and staffr taking
part in Nation Numeracy Day 2025.

We had 162 responses to oblumber NatterForm.

|
‘Lﬁ The quiz on the day itself was won b
A candle and candle holder costs £15 in total. Lu Ca De COS‘W" d ArCh I e Stu rzaker
The candle costs £12 more than candle holder.
How much does the candle cost on its own? (type your answer
then Submit)

The answer is £13.50



Some statistics form our
Number Natter returns

Confidence in numbers

National Numeracy Day

(3 averages taught to pupils)

How do you feel about maths (wordcloud):

Pupils | Teachers| Parents
Mean 8.04 7.53 7.94
Median 8 8 8
Mode 9 9 10

Love it or loathe it?

80%

70%

Love or loathe numeracy?

unconcerned
e helpful  tired
sometimes-terrified
L WY com‘ldent |
hard logical
rewarding COI | IfOrtO bl e like-a-puzzle HnSUre

mteresimg'ost“'” .. COﬂfused e

hapeless{-;;‘;ml terrified normal stupid f z yed chcsllm ging
|nte reSted I nesm;j: ™ motivated
A . defeated
boring
okay Hg excited gOO enjoyable

N d p p y uncomfortable

positive

tolerable CJNXIOUS

unenthusiastic

unskilled

The returns can help us to use real |i

71%
65% 68% _ 67%
60%
50%
40% 35%
32% 299 33%

30%
20%
10%

0%

Pupils Teachers Parents Overall

B loveit ¢y MLoatheit P

data during statistics lessons.

Thank you agai@ @



Wellbeing Hub update 2Summer 2025

NS dZYu o }( Qeldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achoeli@igoex Success.
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6W 7TKRPDV- SXSLOV® D
continued to benefit
from our ongoing
partnership with
Hearts FC.

Our most recent
cohort have really
enjoyed the programme

- (despite most of them

\_ supporting Hibs)!

NS dZYu o }( Qeldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achoeli@igoex Success.
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GREENSPACE

TRUST HUB

)
. @
A group of S2 pupils has been
taking part in a programme of
outdoor learning with The
Edinburgh and Lothian Green
Spaces Trust.

Pupils have been exploring
local nature sites, while
developing confidence and

F T e T aae having fun!
NS dZYu o }( Qeldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achoeli@igoex Success.
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A group of young people has @

been collaborating with our
Educational Psychologist to
work on the DNA-V programme.

This approach has helped young
people to recognise and respond
to emotions in productive ways.

NS dZYu o }( Qeldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achoeli@igoex Success.
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Making Positive Changes! HUB i
W)

The > " A group of our pupils has “

been working with CEC

colleagues on the Decider
ec I e r Programme.

Winning strategies for mental health The programme has helped

young people to increase

I I their attendance and
4 L ]
eTHngwEBXM!ig{CIL engagement in sehool.

NS dZYu o }( Qeldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achoeli@igoex Success.
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wellbeing

Super-Powered Pupills! HUB

)

The Hub has been working
with the Super Power Agency
WR GHYHORS OHDUQHUV

esteem through literacy.

A group of S1-3 boys has
produced some amazing work
which will be collated into a
6W 7TKRPDV: {=LQH

NS dZlu e }( Geldiseipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mu“tirjélnﬁé’s‘,pect. Achoslieigoex Success.



Have a wonderfulandwell- HDUQHG KR
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Hub!



St Thomas Cheerleading Squad



St Thomas
Cheerleading Squad

The team headed to Glasgow
In February for the Scottish
School's Cheerleading
Competition.

The squad had such a fun day
and enjoyed themselves so
much, there were over 1600
students involved in the day, so
It was quite the event!



Career Ready

S6s Agatha Aniskiewicz and
Kaden Kwok graduated from
the Career Ready programme
In March.

The two-year course involved
several masterclasses and a
four-week summer intern last
summer.



Il Career Ready

The work they took part in during
the summer intern was incredible,
with both of them leading
presentations to some of the
company big wigs. A fantastic
achievement and one they should all
be proud of. Here are some pictures
from the event which at Tynecastle
Stadium.




S3 Drama Trip

OV HOO\:V 6 'UDPD\FODVV
were incredibly lucky to take \

part in a backstage tour of

the Festival Theatre in May. %
As well as getting to see

some behind the scenes in

the wings and dressing

rooms, pupils got to stand

centre stage, gaze out at the
DXGLWRULXP DQG IHHO ZKDW LW:V
like under the spotlight!



Minecratft
Competition

The Edinburgh Schools Minecraft
Build League showcased the
Incredible talent of young
builders, with students competing
for the chance to take partin a
collaborative team project. This
\HDU -V ZL DDAiHSaM,3
Arthur, and Archie From St

7 KR P D ¥ralted a stunning
Minecraft build inspired by the
National Museum of Scotland.



Minecratft
Competition

Their attention to detall, design,

and teamwork impressed judges,

EHDWLQJ WHDPV IURP *LOOHVSLH-V
Boroughmuir, and Queensferry High

Schools . The final creation not only

UHIOHFWHG WKH PXVHXP:-V ULFK
heritage but also highlighted the

WHDP:-V DELOLW\ WR EULQJ KLVWRU\ WR OLIH
In a digital space. A huge

congratulations to the team for

their work.




S1 Trip to
Bannockburn

Our S1 students recently
embarked on a battle-tastic trip
to the Bannockburn Visitor
Centre, where they deepened
their understanding of the Wars
of Independence which they
have been studying this term.
This immersive experience,
organised by the Social Subjects
faculty, allowed students to
explore the landscape and
tactics used during the Battle of
Bannockburn, enhancing their
knowledge of a pivotal moment
In Scottish history.



Through interactive exhibits
and engaging indoor and
outdoor activities, students
gained valuable insights into
the strategies employed by
both sides and the significance
of the battle in shaping the
OQDWLRQ:V LGHQWLW\ 7KLV WULS QRW
only broadened their historical
perspective but also furthered
understanding of Scotland's rich
heritage and cultural identity.

P



Trip to Dynamic Earth

In May S1 pupils got the
chance to visit Dynamic
Earth to learn about the
story of our planet through
Immersive and hands on
activities.



Travel & Tourism
Edinburgh Festival
Fringe

The S5/56 Travel & Tourism class
had a very serious discussion session
about the profitability of the
summer festivals and the wide-
ranging impact on Edinburgh'’s
economic and cultural
landscape....and we also pranced
around in masks.

Thank you to Edinburgh Festival
Fringe for coming in to speak to our

pupils.




Caritas Award

The Caritas Award invites any willing sixth year pupils to get involved in

volunteering and with their local parish. Pupils also take part in school

fundraising for organisations VXFK DV 6&,%$) DQG ODU\-V OHDOV |
school masses and work with the Chaplaincy team.

The Caritas Award is a scheme in which pupils volunteer for 20 hours in school
and 20 hours out of school, working together to make a difference to both the
school and their local community. The members of the Caritas group are
Invited to join, whatever their ethnic background may be.



Caritas Award

Active members of the group have the chance
to build confidence throughout their
experience as it involves interaction and
communication with lots of different people.
The Caritas Award promotes awareness of the
Importance of community and faith and allows

pupils to develop into strong, thoughtful
individuals.

Congratulations to S6 pupils Jarrien De Mata,
Matthew Dolan, Conrad Mclvor and Cal Weir
who collected their Caritas Award on 5th June.



Caritas Cup Tournament

On Friday 13" June St Thomas of Aquin's was represented at the
iInaugural Caritas Cup Tournament in Dunfermline. Resplendent
In their brand-new kits the pupils were a credit to the School

and performed well on the day. The trophy presentations were
made by Archbishop Leo Cushley, and a collection was made for
the work of SCIAFR



Caritas Cup
Tournament

The Girls' Netball Team came in second
place, narrowly losing out to St Columba's
despite winning their final game 22-0. The
Boys' Football Team had a mixed set of
results: 3 wins, 2 draws and 2 defeats. Well
done to all involved.



Developing the Young Workforce -
Media

Mr Brown and Ms Harley took S4 |I

and S5 pupils interested in a career
In Media to this DYW event held at
Boroughmuir High School. Nell
Mclntosh, Former Editor of The
Scotsman, delivered a presentation
on working in the industry. He
spoke about the changing world of
journalism, his own path into this
area, and what students should and
could be doing now to break into
this sector.



Developing the
Young Workforce -
Media

There were also two current
Edinburgh Napier Journalism
students there to speak to
pupils. The event was
rounded off with a wonderful
Q&A session with lots of
Interesting questions from
students.



Saroj Lal

Saroj Lal was one of the first Asian women to teach

In a Scottish primary school when she began her

role at South Morningside Primary School in 1970.

Her many successes included being at the forefront

of race relations during a period of immense

political and social change, delivering anti-racism

training and starting the first local authority

Interpreting and translating service in Edinburgh.

JROORZLQJ KHU GHDWK LQ 6DURM:-V PDQ\
DFKLHYHPHQWY LQ HTXDOLW\ ZRPHQ:V ULJKWYV
education, and community work are now recognised

through the Saroj Lal award.



Saroj Lal

7KLV \HDU-V ZLQQHU ZDV QRPLQDWHG LQ WKH DFW
category where "creativity is used to challenge

perceptions and work is nominated by young

people whose art expresses their views on social

justice and challenges others to change and/ or

act differently.

The winner of the Saroj Lal award in the city-wide
SFWLYLVW FDWHJRUVYazah YorsaN 7KRPDV -

Here is what she had to say about her submission:



Saroj Lal

For my themeonmyself- SRUWUDLW ,-YH FKRVHQ D
watermelon, as it carries a lot of history. In 1967 (The 6
Day War), when Israel occupied the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank in Palestine, the Palestinian flag was outlawed.
/KLV PHDOW WKDW 3DOHVWLOLDQV FRXOGQO-W UDLVH WKH
D ODZ WKDW VWD\HG LQ SODFH XQWLO WK -V 7KH ZDWI
was used to protest this law and to defy it between 1967 &
1993. The colours of the watermelon match the flag: red;
ZKLWH EODFN DQG JUHHQ 1RW RQO\ WKDW LWV WKH Q
fruit of Palestine, grown form the north to the south. It is
}DheI mé_)st iconic fruit to represent my home country 2
alestine.

Since the Palestine/Israeli conflict is ver?/ controversial and
has been going on for a long time it could impact people

ERWK SRVLWLYHO\ D(%G QHIJDWLYHO\ <HW DV PDQ\ SHRSO
know the watermelon symbol, and the history behind it, |
WKH\ ZRQ-W HYH FDUH % XW WKH SHRSOH ZKR GR NQRZ
recognise it. A simple symbol to speak with the viewer and

one that shows and expresses the resistance of

Palestinians.



Support for Learning

Our pupils have been going on school trips to consolidate our
topic based learning this term.

Here are the pupils at the Botanic Garden learning all about
pollination with Ms Yarnell.



Here are the pupils at the National Museum of Scotland taking
part in a workshop called 'A Dinosaur Adventure'. After this, our
pupils went on a dinosaur trail around the museum.




Our pupils have been developing their photography skills by
exploring various composition techniques. Here are some of
their most recent masterpieces.



Fun Run 2025

In March the whole school
took part in our Fun Run to
raise money for the Ellie and
Cameron Armstrong Invictus
Maneo Fund.

The theme chosen by this

\ H D U"\ears was 80s so
there were some spectacular
and neon themed costumes to
be spotted around the
Meadows!



Fun Run 2025

We raised £370 In total for a very
worthwhile cause and had a great day
to boot!



Fun Run 2025



Duke of Edinburgh

Mr Kennedy has led another
Incredible batch of young
people (56 in total!) and
teachers through Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze this year.

Thankfully there was no
flooding this time, but the
hailstones and wind ensured
they didn't get chance to
sunbathe too much!









Duke of Edinburgh

We also had a number of
pupils complete Silver and are
looking to complete Gold Iin
the next academic session.

Well done to all involved!



Politics Trip to
London

A group of new S5 and S6 pupils went to London in
June and enjoyed three days in the

capital. Highlights of the trip included: Visit to
Westminster and meeting our MP (Chris Murray who
visited St Thomas in November) a visit to the
Supreme Court, Churchill War Rooms, Imperial War
Museum and a boat trip on the Thames. The group
were impeccably behaved and enjoyed seeing the
sights.



Junior Awards Assemblies

We celebrated S1 2S3 pupll
achievements with Awards
Assemblies at the start of
June.



Junior Awards
Assemblies

Pupils were awarded
Certificates of Merit from
different subjects as well as
“Colours” for extra-curricular
achievements.



Senior Awards
Ceremony

On Wednesday 11" June we
celebrated S4-S6 achievements with
the Senior Awards Ceremony.



Senior Awards
Ceremony

Pupils from these year groups
were awarded Certificates of
Merits from their subject
teachers for both attainment
and achievement.

3XSLOV -cuirjamar D
success in sports and music
were also recognised through
Colours being awarded.



Senior Awards
Ceremony

The Head Boy and Head Girl,
Aidan and Polly, did a
wonderful job hosting the
event, and we had a number
of Impressive performances
throughout the evening.



Senior Awards
Ceremony

We were entertained
musically by the orchestra, a
piano solos by Christie and
Conrad and the St Thomas
Cheer Squad closed the show
with an energetic
performance.



School Magazine

The St Thomas times published
their Summer Edition in June.
The group Is passionate about
embracing and showcasing
creativity. They offer a creative
space for pupils, from any year
group, to get involved and utilise
their talents: from writing and
editing, to illustration and design.
Their 6™ issue is available to read
on the school website.



The magazine is always keen to
attract more members. Anyone
wanting to join should meet every

Wednesday lunchtime in room
3.11, or get in touch with Miss
Harley in the English department.




S6 Prom

Both pupils and staff scrubbed up well for the event at Prestonfield House on
12 June.









P7 Transition Visit

Last week we welcomed almost 160 P7
pupils to St Thomas as part of their
transition to high school.

Pupils from over 20 different primaries
iIn Edinburgh will be joining St Thomas
In August.

They were in school for 3 full days and
enjoyed a canteen lunch each day.



P7 TraﬂSItIOn The P7s had a jam-packed week of lessons,

- . activities, performances and even a trip to
VlSlt the Sacred Heart Church for Mass.



P7 Transition Visit

Our Senior Pupils did an

Incredible job supporting the P7s

throughout the week and even

WRRN SDUW 3DUHQWYV: (YHQLQJ E\
touring parents around the

school.

Well done to Mme Jean-Pierre
and everyone else involved In
this busy 3-day visit!



P7 Transition Visit 2
Drama performance

The Drama Club performed their
adaptation of extracts from the
play, The Diary of Adrian Mole’,
during the P7 visit in June. This
comedy was all about a thirteen-
year-old boy named Adrian and
the diary he kept of this life.



P7 Transition Visit 2
Drama performance

The Drama Club wanted
to showcase to P7s
everything they could get
Involved in as members of
the club: acting, props
and costume, sound and
lighting, directing, etc.



Practical Cookery
Royal Highland

Show Excursion
\

Mrs Winders and her new S4 class N
visited the Royal Highland Show

last week. Pupils enjoyed a hands-

on experience at Ingliston

meeting the animals, watching

demonstrations and getting lots of

freebies!



The Great S1 Map Off

This week Dr Bogomazova and our S1 \

(new S2) Geographers battled it out \

In The Great S1 Map Off final for

the ultimate prize - an imaginary )
crown in Geography. It is a big deal!

Teams from each S1 class completed
an epic quiz on various aspects of
Geography (maps, flags, lakes etc)
and this year it was 1D who were
crowned as winners. Well done to all
Involved.



Environmental
Sclence

The Higher Environmental Science class earned
5 St Thomas an International School Foundation
"sodZiuoe 3O cpulvie L IPZ ™ Z33Qard by taking part in the Climate Change
Negotiation event organised by the British
Council which partnered us with a school In
Nigeria. Well done to all involved.



Fashion and Textiles Highlights



S3, NAT 5 and HIGHER
FASHION AND TEXTILES

PRACTICAL PROJECTS




S1 FASHION
AND TEXTILE

JAPANESE
BAGS




S3 FASHION A
TEXTILES

PAPER FASHIC
PROJECT




S3 FASHION AND TEXTILES
TRIP TO TIMOROUS BEASTIES SHOWR

TRIP TO THE BOTANICS FUNGI EXHIBI




S4 S5 S6 FASHION AND TEXTILES
TRIP TO EDINBURGH ART COLLEGI

DEGREE SHOW 2025




Pupil Achievement

As well as all the incredible
experiences pupils have within St
Thomas, many of our pupils have
been busy outside of school as
well. Here are some of their
successes from this year.




Pupil Achievement

Gabriela in S1 sings in a Ukrainian teenager
choir. She has been performing in festivals
Including the Meadow Park Festival, the North
Edinburgh Community Festival and the Refugees
Festival. Well done, Gabriela!



Pupil Achievement

Also in S1, Jan Luczak and Mark Palmer,
both members of team Edinburgh Such CFC
2012, proudly represented their team and
won Scottish Cup final on Sunday 27th of
April at the Falkirk Stadium. This was a
fantastic achievement and testament to
their hard work and dedication.
Tournament started with 477 teams all
over Scotland so winning the Cup Is the
biggest day in the history not just boys but
of Edinburgh South Club as well.



Pupil
Achievement

In S2, Calum McBean was named
player of the year at his football
club 2Tynecastle 2011.



. . -~ ==
Pupil Achievement N\

The weekend of 5/6 April saw the start
of the selection process for the British
Wild Water Racing teams for the 2025
season.

The weekend represented the first

opportunity to make the team that will

race at the Junior and Under 23 World

Championships in Solkan, Slovenia in

-XO0O\ 6W 7KRPDV:- YHU\ RZQ 6 3XSLO
Adrianna Czarnecka did very well and

IS a very exciting prospect for the

coming season, finishing in third. Well

done!




&> "=
Pupil Achievement N\

Poppy in S3 received Best
Performer and Cheerleader of
the Year out of her whole
cheerleading club for her hard
work and effort this season,
helping her team become 3rd
place (Bronze) World
Champions in Florida this year.




Pupil Achievement

S1s Lewis, Noah, Harris, Calum, Callum
and Diego and the rest of their

Spartans squad won the ESSDA Division
2 league and will be promoted to

League 1 next season. They have also
reached a Cup Final, a semi-final and a
guarter-final this year in 3 of the 4

Cups they entered.

Lewis also won Most Improved Player of
the Year.



Pupil Achievement

Yet more football success was
had by S3 Tom's football team
who have won the treble -
league, league cup and the
Wallace Cup tournament in
Stirling this weekend.



Pupil Achievement

Finally, S6 Hugo Boyle has been In \
Rwanda from 14th June to 24th June

with the charity Scottish Football for \
Rwanda. He has been coaching,

helping to create football S
Infrastructure (building pitches,

goalposts, etc) and learning about the
genocide by visiting some of the

memorial sites. There are 17 young

people going with 5 coaches from

various clubs (grassroots and

SPFL). Hugo has thoroughly enjoyed

his time there and has made a huge

Impact.
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