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As we reach the end of another busy and fulfilling term, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our pupils, staff, families, and wider community for their 
continued support and commitment to our school. From classroom achievements and 
sporting successes to performances, charity work, and community events, our pupils 
have embraced every opportunity to learn, grow, and contribute. Staff across the school 
have worked tirelessly to provide engaging learning experiences and to support the 
wellbeing of every young person in our care, and I am deeply grateful for their 
dedication.

As we look ahead to the festive break, I hope all our families enjoy a well-deserved rest 
and time together. Whether you are celebrating Christmas, marking another tradition, 
or simply taking the chance to pause and recharge, we wish you a peaceful and joyful 
holiday.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.



�6�7���7�+�2�0�$�6���2�)���$�4�8�,�1�·�6���9�,�6�,�2�1���$�1�'��
VALUES 

At the start of the academic term 
pupils, parents and staff were 
consulted on our vision and values. 
The school community were 
overwhelming in favour of keeping 
our current values and our vision 
statement was updated.

�6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V���5�R�P�D�Q��
Catholic High School is a 
learning community which 
ensures a safe, supportive and 
enjoyable environment where 
pupils, staff, and parents are 
inspired and motivated to work 
hard for one another to fulfil the 
God-given potential of all pupils.



UCASTRIP

In September the Pupil Support 
Leaders took all of S5 to the UCAS 
discovery exhibition at the Royal 
Highland Centre.

At the event, pupils were given more 
information about traditional 
degrees, apprenticeships, careers, 
and more.



�3���������3�$�5�(�1�7�6�·���2�3�(�1���0�2�5�1�,�1�*�6

Parents of P6/7 pupils who wish to send their 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���L�Q���W�R��
visit the school over 4 Fridays in September and 
October. Over 200 people attended over the 4 
events.

They were offered a tour of the school (led by our 
very capable S6 Leadership Team), the chance to 
observe teaching and learning, and a Q&A session 
with Mr Santini. 



RAISING TEENS WITH 
CONFIDENCE

As part of the work we are doing to support parents 
and carers, a number of our parents completed the 
6-week course, between September and October, 

Raising Teens with Confidence aims to give parents 
and carers time to explore how they can best 
support their teenage children to navigate 
increasing independence and develop confidence, 
security and resilience, as well promote emotional 
wellbeing in themselves. Raising Teens with 
Confidence is part of listening to and acting on the 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�·�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\���6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V��- supporting 
parents and pupils with advice and learning.



RAISING TEENS WITH 
CONFIDENCE

Here is some of the feedback provided by parents:

�´�2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����,���D�P���Y�H�U�\���K�D�S�S�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�����,�W��
provided me with useful insights and practical 
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�µ

�´�+�D�S�S�\���S�D�U�H�Q�W�����K�D�S�S�\���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U���µ

�´�+�H�O�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���K�H�O�S�I�X�O��
�I�R�U���X�V�����L�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���E�H�Q�H�I�L�F�L�D�O���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���X�V�µ

�´�,���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���W�K�R�X�J�K�W-provoking 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����´

We hope to be able to offer this course again in the 
new year. 



PUPIL PARLIAMENT �² IGNITING CHANGE

Igniting Change was a fun, hands-on event 
bringing young people together from across 
Edinburgh to talk about fireworks, safety, 
social responsibility and to lead the change 
they want to see.

Hosted by Police Scotland and 
�&�U�L�P�H�V�W�R�S�S�H�U�V�·���\�R�X�W�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����W�K�L�V���H�Y�H�Q�W���S�X�W��
young people front and centre. It was about 
listening to their voices, exploring their 
responsibilities and giving them real 
influence. 6 members of our Pupil Parliament 
went along with Ms Perry to get involved.



PUPIL PARLIAMENT �² IGNITING CHANGE

On the day, pupils attended 6 themed workshop, provided by partners, took 
part in discussions and also got the chance to try the creative activities such 
as a digital graffiti wall, DJ workshops and try the Lothian Bus simulator. 



TIME CAPSULE AT 
NORTH BRIDGE

�‡A time capsule has been interred 
at North Bridge to mark the 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�·�V���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H��
generations. Objects were 
contributed by a number of 
partner organisations and invited 
guests, including two of St 
�7�K�R�P�D�V�·���6�����S�X�S�L�O�V�����7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
has been written by one of them, 
Archie. 



TIME CAPSULE AT 
NORTH BRIDGE

On 30th September myself and Sam 
took part in the time capsule event 
at North Bridge. We went to The 
Scotsman Hotel and met the 
engineers, the building team and 
some people from Edinburgh 
Council. 



TIME CAPSULE AT 
NORTH BRIDGE

There was a presentation about the history of the 
Bridge and why the repairs are needed. We then 
got to put some items in the time capsule which 
was placed under the bridge and will be there 
for 40 years. I wrote a letter to myself about what 
I wanted to be when I finish school. It will be 
�I�X�Q�Q�\���W�R���U�H�D�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���,�·�P�����������:�H���D�O�V�R���S�X�W���L�Q���D��
50p coin and a Lego man.



TIME CAPSULE AT 
NORTH BRIDGE

We went onto the bridge and watched the 
capsule being lowered down, the local press 
were there and took photos of us. The best part 
of it was that it was my birthday.



FUTURE ASSETS

This year we have 3 teams competing in 
the Growing Future Assets Competition. 
The competition is for girls to learn about 
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�D�W���L�W�·�V���O�L�N�H���W�R��
work in finance and gain valuable skills 
for their future. The teams pick from a list 
�R�I���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�W�·�V��
background and financial performance 
before making their final investment 
pitch and creating an argument as to why 
this business should, or should not, be 
invested in. 



FUTURE ASSETS

The two junior teams were lucky to 
attend the competition kick-off event 
at LGT Wealth Management and 
gained lots of great tips and tricks 
for the competition, including an 
insight into each of the companies. 
They had to create a mini pitch and 
impressed the Future Asset team so 
much that they were speechless!



FUTURE ASSETS

The senior team were invited to an afterschool 
networking event with different Future Asset 
alumni at the University of Strathclyde, where 
they were the only school aged pupils and 
were commended on their maturity, input and 
the overall way they represented the school. 



FUTURE ASSETS
Due to their engagement in the 
networking event, they were invited 
to an asset management career 
information day at Aegon Asset 
Management, where the girls heard 
from different members of staff, 
including a portfolio manager, a 
lawyer, and the UK CEO. The girls 
took part in an investment simulation 
and chose businesses to invest in 
based on different news articles and 
within the simulation made £15,000 
beating the other teams. 



FUTURE ASSETS
All 3 of our teams have now 
submitted their official entry 
to the competition and have 
worked really hard since the 
start of the school year, 
embodying the spirit of the 
school throughout. 



BIMA DIGITAL 
DAY
The Business and Computing Faculty 
collaborated with Lloyds to deliver 
the BIMA Digital Day. Students were 
challenged to design a product 
suitable for Aston Martin or Hello 
Fresh. Every participant represented 
the school with professionalism, and 
special congratulations go to E&D for 
their outstanding Drone presentation. 
Their project will now progress to the 
national final.



�6�$�,�1�7���0�$�5�*�$�5�(�7�·�6���'�$�<��

�‡�&�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�V���6�W�����0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W�·�V��
Day included a timeline trail of her life, a 
quiz, morning mass, and free chocolates to 
all pupils! 

�‡House Captains, Fleur Cordiner and Nina 
Jasseh also delivered a fantastic 
presentation to everyone in the St. 
�0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W�·�V���+�R�X�V�H�����:�H�O�O���G�R�Q�H���W�R���E�R�W�K���J�L�U�O�V����



SAINT 
�$�1�'�5�(�:�·�6���'�$�<��

�‡Well done to Ruby 
Chambers and Cara Dunbar 
who helped organise a very 
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���6�W���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�·�V���)�H�D�V�W��
Day. 

�‡They organised a bake sale, 
with a Scottish focus, and led 
house assemblies for all the 
pupils in St Andrews House. A 
fantastic achievement.



CHAPLAINCY 
NEWS



S6 INDUCTION RETREAT



S1 Visit to St 
Catharine's 

Convent, 
August 2025



VISIT OF ARCHBISHOP 
CUSHLEY



CARFIN PILGRIMAGE, NOVEMBER 
2025







�6�7���0�$�5�*�$�5�(�7�·�6���'�$�<����
NOVEMBER 2025





CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 
MASS

November 2025



S6 Caritas pupils, Kate, 
Weronika and Caitlin, helping 
at the Sacred Heart SCIAF 
Carol Service. November 
2025



S5 
RETREAT

DECEMBER 
2025



S6 RETREAT DECEMBER 2025



WELLBEING HUB UPDATE �² WINTER 2025

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



�%�,�*���+�8�%���+�(�$�5�7�6�«

Another cohort of S3 pupils 
successfully participated in the 
Switching Play programme with HMFC.

�7�K�H���Q�H�[�W���6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V�·���F�R�K�R�U�W���Z�L�O�O���V�W�D�U�W���D�W��
Tynecastle in January 2026!

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



�'�,�6�&�2�9�(�5�,�1�*���*�5�(�(�1���6�3�$�&�(�6�«

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V�·���S�X�S�L�O�V��
has been out enjoying nature with 
Rob from the Edinburgh and 
Lothian Green Spaces Trust.

Pupils have been exploring local 
nature sites, while developing 
confidence, social skills and having 
fun!

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



BLAZE BASKET -BALLERS!

In collaboration with the PE 
Department, we have built a 
partnership with BLAZE basketball 
from Boroughmuir.

This programme boosts physical 
health, emotional wellbeing and 
basketball skills for a range of our 
young people!

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



UNDERSTANDING BRAIN BIOLOGY!

We have been working with a number of 
young people on the Cyrenians  �¶�(�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���%�U�D�L�Q�·���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H��

Through this programme, pupils learn 
how to process their emotions and 
actions, by understanding their reptilian 
and mammalian brains! 

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



�0�$�.�,�1�*���'�(�&�,�6�,�2�1�6�«���0�$�.�,�1�*��
POSITIVE CHANGES!

A group of our pupils has been 
working with CEC colleagues on 
the Decider Programme.

The programme is helping young 
people to increase their 
attendance and engagement in 
school.

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



SUPER-POWERED PUPILS!

The Hub has been working with the 
Super Power Agency to develop 
�O�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V�·���V�H�O�I-esteem through literacy.

A group of S1-3 boys has produced 
some amazing work which has been 
�F�R�O�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���¶�7�K�H���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���%�R�\�V�·���¶�]�L�Q�H��

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



HAVE A WONDERFUL AND WELL -EARNED 
�+�2�/�,�'�$�<�«

�«�I�U�R�P���V�W�D�I�I���D�Q�G���S�X�S�L�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���:�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J��
Hub! 



GETTING IT RIGHT FOR 
�(�9�(�5�<���&�+�,�/�'���#���6�7���7�+�2�0�$�6�·�‡ 

�^�š���d�Z�}�u���•���}�(�����‹�µ�]�v�[�•�X��Self-Discipline. Teamwork. Trust. High expectations. Openness. Mutual Respect. Achieving excellence.  Success. 



MATHS  FACULTY NEWS



Women in STEM
A group of S5/6 female 
pupils participated in a 
workshop with Nat West 
and Red Hat to promote 
Women in STEM.

Our pupils outstanding 
effort on the day was 
acknowledged with two 
awards for Team 
Building and Creativity!



PERSONAL 
FINANCE

S5/6 Personal Finance had an excursion to the Museum on 
the Mound.

The group explored the features of notes and coins; 
discovered how they were made in medieval times and were 
even given the opportunity to strike their own! They then 
enjoyed a guided tour of the museum.



Active Learning in Maths

S4 pupils took their learning 
outdoors to try out a variety 

of measurement tools!

S2 pupils had to think outside 
the box to investigate the 
circumference of a circle!



S4 Maths excursion - National Museum of 
Scotland



�0�U���:�K�\�W�H�·�V���6�����0�D�W�K�V���F�O�D�V�V���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���W�R�S��
placing state school in the whole of the 
competition!

Team Captain: Attalia



It provided us with 
a lot of 
information on 
how to help our 
children with their 
skills.

Great 
resources 
provided.



MODERN LANGUAGES 
FACULTY NEWS



HIGHER FRENCH TRIP TO 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 

EDINBURGH

Some of our Higher French pupils recently had 
the chance to spend a morning at the University 
of Edinburgh, where they heard from 2nd-year 
and 4th-year Languages students about their 
experiences. Our learners enjoyed getting a 
real insight into university life, language study, 
and the exciting opportunities that come with it. 
It was an inspiring visit and a great way to help 
them think about their own future pathways!



S3 LANGUAGES TRIP TO THE 
FRENCH INSTITUTE OF SCOTLAND

This year again, to celebrate the 
European Day of Languages, some of 
our S3 pupils enjoyed a fun morning 
of activities at the French Institute of 
Scotland. They got to chat with 
speakers of different European 
languages, including Czech, Italian, 
French, Polish, and Romanian. Our 
learners really enjoyed this 
opportunity! �:�H�·�U�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J��
forward to going again next year!



S2 SPANISH TAPAS 
EXPERIENCE

Last week S2 pupils were given the chance 
to practise ordering food in Spanish and 
then try some Spanish cuisine. 



S2 SPANISH TAPAS 
EXPERIENCE

They could try a host of foods typically 
eaten in Spain from tortilla Española 
(Spanish potato omelette), aceitunas 
(olives), jamón (ham), chorizo and churros, 
and even got to try the famous drink Cola 
Cao �² ¡qué delicioso !



ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE

Environmental Science toured 
Whitelee Wind Farm, the largest 
onshore wind farm in Scotland. 
We not only got to see how giant 
the turbines are - we also got to 
know what is the best design for 
a turbine.



�(�'�,�1�%�8�5�*�+���0�$�.�$�5�·�6��
POETRY PRIZE

�‡The English department welcomed 
�(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K�·�V���0�D�N�D�U�����3�R�H�W���/�D�X�U�H�D�W�H������
Michael Pederson, and prize-winning 
poet, Janette Ayachi, to the school in early 
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���K�H�U�H���W�R���O�D�X�Q�F�K���¶�7�K�H��
�(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K���0�D�N�D�U�·�V���3�R�H�W�U�\���3�U�L�]�H�·���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V��
open to all s3-s6 pupils in three Edinburgh 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V���E�H�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���R�I��
them this year.  



�(�'�,�1�%�8�5�*�+���0�$�.�$�5�·�6��
POETRY PRIZE

�‡One third year class was treated to a lesson from 
the poetic duo, where they talked about their own 
writing careers, read some of their poems and 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�H���S�X�S�L�O�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��
theme: wonder! Pupils enjoyed the experience 
�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���¶�I�X�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�·������
They also appreciated how it helped them to 
�¶�O�H�D�U�Q���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\�·����

�‡�7�K�H�U�H�·�V���V�W�L�O�O���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���E�H���V�H�Q�W���L�Q���D�V���W�K�H��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���F�O�R�V�H���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H������th January.  
For more information, pupils should see Mrs. Watt 
in the English department. 



CHILDLINE CONCERT AT 
THE USHER HALL

�‡Congratulations to our pupils who 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V���L�Q���(�6�6�2��
(Edinburgh Schools Strings Orchestra) 
Guitar Ensemble and the Edinburgh 
Schools Orchestra. The Childline concert 
at The Usher Hall was a wonderful 
success.



ROSLIN CT TRIP

Advanced Higher Biology students 
were invited to visit the Roslin 
centre and take part in some 
hands-on lab skills which tie in 
nicely with the course. Students 
were able to see the complex 
procedures involved in working 
under aseptic conditions which 
students were then able to transfer 
these skills on to their project 
work.



ROSLIN CT 

�7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���D�E�O�H���W�R���¶�J�R�Z�Q���X�S�·��
under full sterile conditions and 
take their right-of-passage 
selfie!



HIGHER BIOLOGY �² �6�8�5�*�(�2�1�·�6���+�$�/�/

�+�L�J�K�H�U���%�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���6�X�U�J�H�R�Q�·�V��
Hall museum for a workshop on 
mutations where they got to see, up 
close, exhibits that are not normally 
viewed by the general public. They 
then got a chance to tour the museum 
to see all the different body parts on 
display to the public.



�*�2�/�'���'�8�.�(���2�)���(�'�,�1�%�8�5�*�+�·�6���$�:�$�5�'��
2024/25 EXPEDITION TEAMS

�2�X�U���6�����*�R�O�G���'�X�N�H���R�I���(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K�·�V���$�Z�D�U�G���J�U�R�X�S��
completed their expeditions in September in 
the Lowther Hills and a chilly October in 
Northwest Scotland. 



�*�2�/�'���'�8�.�(���2�)���(�'�,�1�%�8�5�*�+�·�6��
AWARD 2024/25 EXPEDITION 

TEAMS

A fantastic group of young people who planned 
and completed a very challenging route in 
remote Sutherland, which included a steep 
ascent to the Bealach Horn and muddy paths 
beside Loch Dionard. On the last day they 
traversed magical Sandwood Bay before 
completing the expedition at Blairmore.

An amazing achievement, well done all.



�*�2�/�'���'�8�.�(���2�)���(�'�,�1�%�8�5�*�+�·�6���$�:�$�5�'��
2024/25 EXPEDITION TEAMS

In November, the group completed their 
expedition presentation section.

We have an incredible 23 pupils in our 
�����������������*�R�O�G���'�X�N�H���R�I���(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K�·�V��
Group.



�<�2�8�1�*���:�5�,�7�(�5�·�6���&�2�0�3�(�7�,�7�,�2�1

S2-S4 participated in a Young Writers 
poetry competition entitled 
'Empowered'. Pupils received a lesson 
on the requirements of the competition 
as well as advice on structure and 
content from the English faculty. 120 
pupils were selected for publication 
with 80 pupils going on to have their 
poems published in the 'Empowered' 
book created by Young Writers. 



�<�2�8�1�*���:�5�,�7�(�5�·�6���&�2�0�3�(�7�,�7�,�2�1

�7�K�H���D�Q�W�K�R�O�R�J�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���S�X�S�L�O�V�·��
individuality and gives them a voice 
�I�R�U���X�V���W�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R�����6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���R�I���$�T�X�L�Q�·�V��
contribution to the anthology is 
significant and powerful. Copies of the 
book can be found in the school 
library or with Miss Harley in the 
English department.



SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

Members of the School Magazine attended 
the National Library Scotland on George IV 
Bridge to view and handle newspapers 
from the Edinburgh press from the years 
1825 and 1925.



SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

This was part of a section of the October 
edition of the St Thomas Times (the school 
magazine) surrounding what the press 
were reporting on at this time of year 100 
and 200 years ago. Pupils learned about 
how these sorts of materials are stored 
and preserved and got to handle the 
newspapers themselves.



SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

The most recent edition of the St Thomas 
Times can be found on our school website. 

https://www.st -thomas-of-
aquins.org.uk/wp -
content/uploads/2025/10/St -Thomas-
Times-October -25-Edition.pdf  



MINI TRIALS 

Here are some photos from the Mini Trial 
experience back in October . Both teams 
prepared a mock trial experience against 
other schools in the Sheriff Court. 



MINI TRIALS 
Both teams performed immensely well under 
pressure and left the experience with an insight 
into a career in Law. We definitely have some 
future lawyers in the making at St Thomas.



SPORTS CAPTAINS  
FOOTBALL 

TOURNAMENT

Our S6 Sports Captains organised their 
first event in November, organising an 
S3/4 Football tournament. The event 
went brilliantly with the S3 boys coming 
out on top against a S4 team on penalties 
after a 3-3 draw.



SPORTS CAPTAINS  
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT



S1 CINEMA TRIP 

In November the S1 cohort took 
part in a cinema trip to the Cameo 
picture house to see the award-
winning animated film 'Flow' 
courtesy of 'Into Film'.

We had a brilliant time, and the 
pupils were a credit to the school.



SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 

Our Support for Learning department have 
had a visitor this term �² Dexter the therapy 
dog! Pictured here modelling a crucial 
element of school uniform. Pupils have been 
able to walk and brush Dexter, as well as just 
spend some time with him in the base or in 
�W�K�H�L�U���F�O�D�V�V�H�V�����+�H�·�V���H�Y�H�Q���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���D��
photography project and an extra in a drama 
rehearsal. 



GARDENING CLUB

Our new gardening club have been 
hard at work making our school 
garden a nicer place to spend time. 
Some of the pupils taking part are 
pictured here removing some of the 
(very) overgrown ivy in preparation 
for a new shed. 



ART CLUB

Art club have been 
hard at work creating 
all sorts of brilliant 
artwork, from collages 
to stop-motion 
animation. 



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

In November, we invited some S1 parents into the school to experience a day in 
the life of their child and to become pupils for the day. The aim of this was for 
parents to experience what Learning and Teaching looks like at St Thomas and 
to help parents in supporting their children with their learning and the 
transition from primary school. 



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���F�O�D�V�V���R�I���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���L�V�V�X�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
an iPad for the day and attended 7 different 
lessons. Our very talented staff supported our 
parents to learn an array of skills in a variety 
of different ways.

Staff reported very good behaviour from all 
parents!



BRING YOUR PARENT TO 
SCHOOL DAY 2025 

The parents were supported in moving 
around the school by 4 members of our 
Pupil Parliament (Saja, Paulina, Ruby and 
Ava) and also met with our S6 Leadership 
Team at lunch time. 

They finished the day with a Q&A with Mr  
Santini and provided us with the following 
feedback. 



BRING YOUR PARENT TO 
SCHOOL DAY 2025

All of our parents who 
attended rated the day 5/5 
(very useful) for how useful 

they found the day

All of our parents rated the 
day enjoyable or very 

enjoyable



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

How has it helped you to support your child in their learning at home?

The event helped me a lot 
to understand learning and 
situation for my kids

I now understand better what 
my son learns at school every 
�G�D�\�����,�·�Y�H���J�R�W���V�R�P�H���L�G�H�D�V���K�R�Z���W�R��
support my son with Teams.

Each teacher gave 
different ideas on how 
we can help our 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��
home. They showed us 
channels on Teams, 
online textbooks etc

It helped me understand better the away the contends are 
delivered and what it is expected from my child. I got a better 
idea of how to navigate Teams and all the options available in the 
different tabs.



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

What surprised/interested you the most?

We got to experience what 
�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���G�D�\���O�R�R�N�V��
like at school. The school 
had a real community feel 
about it.

The teachers are very patient 
and humorous. The science 
lesson was very interactive and 
fun.

How wholesome high-
school learning 
experience can be in 
comparison to what 
mine was. I did expect 
it, for several reasons, 
to be different, but, 
frankly, did not expect 
it to be shifted this 
positively.

I found the whole experience extremely interesting. That did not 
surprise me since my child always comes home excited about her 
school day. All the staff are extremely friendly, professional and 
welcoming.



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

What surprised/interested you the most?

In experiencing a 
school day, we gained 
a deeper 
understanding of how 
technology facilitates 
learning for children. 
The biggest surprise 
was lunchtime queues.

After watching a few episodes of Educating Essex, I was 
petrified. I was very pleased that the experience was 
�F�D�O�P�H�U�«�Z�H���G�L�G�Q�·�W���J�H�W���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�O�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�I�I���D�U�H��
battling on the daily basis, but it gave me an insight about how 
the pupils are working in the class and what they do.

Teachers effortlessly taught us something, explained how they 
teach to the kids on most days and gave an overview of 
technology assistance all at the same time. Each class was well 
thought through and prepared. Not that it's a surprise, i was 
amazed at the content and wide net covering a multitude of 
things by each teacher. Was very impressive.



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

Improvements or other feedback

Thank you once again, it was a lovely 
experience and so kind of the school to take 
the time to prepare and make us all feel so 
welcome.

The day was very well organized and 
structured. It provides an excellent 
understanding of how kids learn at school 
and how technology is supporting their 
learning.

I thoroughly enjoyed attending; it was a 
wonderful experience. I learned how the 
lesson is conducted, how understanding 
the teachers are, and the way they explain 
things using pictures and videos.

The communication between teachers and 
parents was excellent, and the interaction 
between parents was also very friendly and 
helpful. No big changes needed �² thank you 
for a wonderful day!



BRING YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL 
DAY 2025 

Thank you to 
everyone for 
participating



HIP HOP EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

This term the school was lucky to be able to work in partnership with the Forum 
Theatre Hip Hop Education Project. A creative and engaging programme, it is 
designed for young people to explore self-expression, history, and social issues 
through theatre and hip hop. 

The pupils who participated in this partnership performed their work at the 
�F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�W�W�H�U�\���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���
�+�X�P�H�
�V���)�R�R�W�Q�R�W�H�·���L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��

One of our S3 pupils Ruby, took part and wrote the following about her 
experiences:



HIP HOP EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP
�´�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���K�R�Z��
to be comfortable with my views and 
in my skin; with people who are like 
me. Hip Hop Education is teaching 
through Hip Hop principles, practices, 
and culture. So, it was easy to engage 
with the learning. We did activities like 
writing lyrics, poems, acting out 
improvised scenarios and learning 
about a philosopher named David 
Hume. 



HIP HOP EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP
�´�,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���+�X�P�H���L�V���D�Q���D�G�P�L�U�H�G���P�D�Q���Z�K�R��
brought the idea of empiricism, the theory that 
all knowledge is based on experience and 
sense. Although he is known to be an intelligent 
being, he was also very outspokenly racist. The 
main point of our research during the project 
was to produce a performance that "proves 
�+�X�P�H�·�V���I�R�R�W�Q�R�W�H���Z�U�R�Q�J�������,�Q���K�L�V���I�R�R�W�Q�R�W�H���K�H��
�Z�U�R�W�H�����´There never was a civilised nation of any 
other complexion than white, nor even any 
individual eminent either in action or speculation. 
No ingenious manufactures amongst them, no arts, 
�Q�R���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V�µ����He claimed that no race other than 
white had anything good to give to society, so 
the group and I wrote a poem together to 
counter his racist argument. �µ



HIP HOP EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP
�´�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�����Z�H���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D���S�R�H�P��
�F�D�O�O�H�G���¶�:�K�R���$�P���,���7�R�G�D�\�·�����:�H���D�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��
our feelings of want and need through our writing 
�D�Q�G���Y�R�L�F�H�V���W�R���V�K�R�Z���U�D�F�L�V�P�·�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���R�X�U��
communities. I truly did enjoy my experience with 
Hip Hop Education. The space was comfortable and 
positive through and through. Getting to perform 
and speak my words to an audience was an 
amazing yet scary experience but getting past the 
nerves was totally worth it. I would recommend this 
to anyone who is interested in the arts and wants to 
share their thoughts. Even though I am a shy 
person, it was easy to feel comfortable sharing with 
people who have had similar experiences, so I was 
able to produce work that I am proud of. If you want 
to speak up, try out Hip Hop Education and make a 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H���µ



LIBRARY NEWS 
This term our pupils have 
been involved in a number of 
literary events. 

Some of our S3 pupils met an 
author Sarah Lippett, who is 
the illustrator and Graphic 
Novelist. Sarah talked about 
making comics, the process 
�Z�L�W�K���´�(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���$�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G�µ��
book and a bit about the 
profession. Pupils took part of 
the workshop and they had 
opportunity to make their own 
comics.



LIBRARY NEWS 
As a part of the Book Week Scotland we had a 
visit from the writer Philip Caveney, who talked 
to all S1 and S2 pupils. He is a British children's 
author, best known for the Sebastian Darke, Alec 
Devlin and "Movie Maniacs" novels. The book 
�´�3�R�V�W�F�D�U�G�V���I�U�R�P���9�D�O�K�D�O�O�D�µ�����V�H�W���L�Q���6�K�H�W�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G��
written under the pseudonym of Danny Weston) 
has been nominated for 8 book awards. His 
�O�D�W�H�V�W���Q�R�Y�H�O���´�)�O�L�S�S�H�G�µ�����*�U�H�D�W���(�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
during the COVID pandemic) was released in 
November. Pupils had the opportunity to ask 
questions and buy books at discounted prices, 
which were signed by the author.



LIBRARY NEWS

We also organized a number of activities to celebrate the Book Week 
�6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���6�W���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�·�V���'�D�\�����$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�·�V��
Storybook Trail, making bookmarks and creating Friendship Bracelets 
during clubs and breaks. 

There was also the Scholastic Book Fair when everyone had a chance to 
purchase books or school stationery at discounted prices. Every item 
sold during this fair contributed to free books for our school library 
funded by the publisher. Many thanks to all who contributed at the Fair. 

Library Book, Lego and Anime Clubs continued to flourish and as usual, 
our pupils were well- �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���´�7�H�H�Q���7�L�W�O�H�V�µ�� 



PRACTICAL 
COOKERY 

FESTIVE RECIPES



PRACTICAL COOKERY 
FESTIVE RECIPES

BGE Practical Cookery classes 
have been working on festive 
recipes with some success. 

S1 classes have made a Christmas 
Cake.



PRACTICAL 
COOKERY 
FESTIVE RECIPES

S2 classes made Chocolate Truffles



PRACTICAL 
COOKERY 

FESTIVE RECIPES

And S3 classes made a Yule Log, 
complete with fondant icing 
garnishes. 

We hope that these lasted long 
enough for families to be able to try 
some of these festive treats!



DRAMA CLUB 
PERFORMANCE

Huge congratulations to our drama club pupils, 
who have worked incredibly hard over the past 
couple of months to create a fantastic modern 
performance of Cinderella . They delivered the 
show to the entire S1 cohort, and it was met 
with plenty of laughter and lots of happy 
faces!



DRAMA CLUB 
PERFORMANCE

A big well done as well 
to our dedicated props 
team, who crafted some 
amazing décor entirely 
from scratch!



CHRISTMAS CEILIDH
On Thursday 11 th December we had 
huge numbers turn out for the S5/S6 
Christmas Ceilidh. 

The dancing skills were superb and 
everyone enjoyed a really good time. 



ADVENT COLLECTION

Our annual Advent Collection for 
the St Catharine's Convent 
Homeless Project is well underway. 
This will be donated on Friday 19 th 
December, please continue to drop 
off any donations until this point. 



PUPIL 
ACHIEVEMENT

As well as all the incredible experiences 
pupils have within St Thomas, many of our 
pupils have been busy outside of school as 
well. Here are some of their successes from 
�W�K�L�V���W�H�U�P�«



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT

At end of the summer holidays S2 Christopher 
made it to the Scottish U14 Cricket Final with 
his club. They didn't win, but it was a great 
experience for him. Christopher trains all year 
round and spent lots of extra time practising to 
improve his cricket skills for the matches. 



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT
After being awarded the title of Lord 
Lieutenant Cadet for Edinburgh in June 
2025 S4 Sebi has participated at a number 
of events like Armed Forced day, VJ day and 
Edinburgh Riding of the Marches 
representing the Sea cadets of Edinburgh . 

He was also the wreath bearer for the Lord 
Provost at the Remembrance Day Service 
held at the City Chambers and did a 
reading from the Old Testament during 
Armistice Day Service at Scottish National 
War Memorial. 



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT

Over the summer Crystal in S6 
became Perth + Kinross Disability 
Sport Lawn Bowl Champion 2025 
having played bowls for almost 10 
years.

Crystal beat the 3 times reigning 
champion in the semi finals and then 
her best friend by one shot in the final. 



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT

�3�R�S�S�\���D�Q�G���&�H�U�\�V���L�Q���6�����E�R�W�K���S�O�D�\���I�R�U���8�����·�V��
Spartans Reilly who won their league and 
completed the season unbeaten.

Poppy was also awarded 10 years service 
with Spartans. 



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT

�6�����%�D�O�W�L�·�V���5�X�J�E�\���&�O�X�E�����6�W�L�U�O�L�Q�J�����P�D�G�H���L�W��
through to the U16s Rugby Club Final, 
playing Melrose, on Dec 14th at 
Murrayfield. 



PUPIL 
ACHIEVEMENT

Cornelia in S2 won 4 rounds of 
Regional (Scottish) Youth Climbing 
Series in U13s, and was invited to 
Grand Final (National) in Manchester. 

She was crowned U13 Female 
Champion across two disciplines 
(rope and boulder) out 30 best 
climbers in UK and Ireland. She was 
3rd in 2023 in Southampton and 2nd in 
Leeds in 2024. Scotland had only two 
podiums (other was 2nd place in U19 
female).



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT

Attalia in S1 loves poetry and has been 
for several years been involved in the 
young writers' competitions.  So far, she 
has had one piece of artwork (perfect 
pets) and four publications in the Talent 
for writing under Young Writers 
Anthology. 

Her most recent (I Have a Dream) 
scheduled for publication on 15 
December 2025, will remain in the 
National Archives of the British Library 
forever. 



PUPIL 
ACHIEVEMENT

Esme in S1 competed in the 
Scottish Swimming diving 
competition in Dundee on 
22nd November and she won a 
bronze medal. She is a 
member of Edinburgh Diving 
Squad is developing her 
confidence in trying new and 
challenging dives.



Tymek in S4 took place in the Scottish Cross Country East District 
Championship on 6 th December where he won 3rd place. He has also 
qualified for the Inter Regional Championship with the Scotland East 
Team in January.

PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT



FROM ALL OF US 
AT ST THOMAS OF 
�$�4�8�,�1�·�6�����+�$�9�(���$��
LOVELY FESTIVE 
�%�5�(�$�.���$�1�'���:�(�·�/�/��
SEE YOU IN 2026!
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